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First-Class  in  Every  Respect, 


COR.  FRONT  AND  SECOND  STS., 


SfEWBrRGH,  >.  V 


Dinner  on  arrival  of  Albany  Day-Boats 


Alfl>   IXTII.  3  P.  M. 


The  clo.se  proxiiuity  to  all  depots  and  steamboat 
laiidiii|>'s  luakes  it  a  desirable  stoppiiig-plaee  for 
Mereliaiits,  Tourists  and  Families  visiting'  the  eity, 
and  tor  those  visiting;  W^ashington^s  Headquarters. 


8@"  It  was  at  this  hotel  that  Major-General  Winfield  Scott  stopped 
when,  on  July  4th,  1850,  he  came  up  from  West  Pomt  to  be  present  at 
the  dedication  of  the  Headquarters  and  to  raise  the  U.  S.  flag  that  first 
floated  over  the  place  after  it  became  the  property  of  the  State. 

THOMAS  DARCY,  Proprietor. 
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Miss  Dk.  Julia   E.  Bkadner,  President  of  the  Old  Ladies' 

Society  of  Orange  County,  New  York : 

I  have  written  a  true  account  of  how  tliat  (whicli  in  the 
past,  and  is  in  the  present,  as  it  ^vill  ever  l)e  in  the  future) 
well-known  and  historic  spot,  Washington's  Headcpiartera, 
located  at  Newl)urgh,  in  tliis  county,  came  to  pass  from 
private  ownership  into  the  possession  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Tliis.  account  has  ])een  copyrighted  and  will  first  appear  in 
the  Middletown  Daily  Press,  as  well  as  in  the  semi- weekly 
edition — The  Orange  County  Press.  It  will  also  be  printed 
in  Pam])hlet  form.  Tlie  latter  are  to  be  sold.  In  casting 
al)out  for  a  local  county  object  as  a  beneficiary  for  the  re- 
sultant pecuniary  benefits  (if  any)  from  the  sale  of  these 
pamphlets,  I  don't  know  of  any  which  commends  itself  more 
to  my  sympathies,  as  well  as  to  my  best  judgment,  than  does 
the  l^eneficent  object  you  have  undertaken  to  accomplish, 
which  in  the  articler,  o-f  incorporation  you  state  to  be  the 
"making  a  comfortable  home  in  Orange  County  for 
aged  and  infirm  and  destitute  ladies  of  said  county, 
wherein  the  sick  and  enfeebled  may  receive  all  requisite  care 
and  attention  in  sickness  and  health,  and  l^e  provided  a 
respectable  burial  at  death.'"'  In  the  furtherance  of  this 
truly  commenda])le  o])ject  I  hereby  oifer  you  all  the  pro- 
ceeds whicli  there  may  be  from  the  sale  of  these  pam- 
phlets, after  deducting  the  cost  of  their  publication  and  any 
attendant  expenses  of  such  sale. 

Very  respectfully  your  well-wisher  in  the  work  vou  have 
undertaken,  *  KICHARD  CALDWELL. 

Salisbury  Mills,  N.  Y.,  January  18th,  1887. 

To  Mn.  11.  Caldwell  : 

Dear  Sir  : — In  behalf  of  the  cause  which  we  have  so 
much  at  heart,  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  offer  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sale  of  the  Headquarters  article,  hoping  we  may 
realize  something  in  aid  of  an  object  so  dear  to  us. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JULIA  E.  BRADNER, 
President  Orange  County  Home  Society. 
Middletown,  January  20th,  1S87. 


INTRODUCTORY 


Mr.  E.  M.  Riittenber,  in  his  history  of  Orange  County, 
under  the  head  of  "  Washington's  Headquarters,""  on  pages 
283  and  284  says:  "A  large,  and  in  some  departments 
vahial  )le  collection  of  manuscripts  and  relics  is  now  deposited 
in  the  huilding,  for  which,  as  well  as  for  the  initial  steps, 
by  which  the  State  authorities  were  induced  to  purchase  the 
property,  the  pul)lic  are  mainly  indel)ted  to  the  late  Enoch 
Carter,  although  many  other  articles  of  value  have  been 
added  by  other  parties,  and  especially  by  the  State  and 
Federal  authorities." 

That  the  statement  aljove  made  in  respect  to  the  collec- 
tion of  relics  and  manuscripts  gathered  in  the  building  is 
correct,  the  writer  believes,  for  Mr.  Carter's  large  heart  and 
puljlic  spirit  and  patriotic  impulses  were  well  known.  That 
they  went  Ijeyond  those  of  his  fellow  townsmen  at  the  time, 
in  respect  to  his  efforts  to  gain  possession  for  the  State,*  of 
the  Headquarters  property  itself,  the  writer  also  knows.  He 
further  knows  that  while  Mr.  Carter  was  heartily  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  movement  to  gain  such  possession,  "the  ])ul)lic 
are  (not)  mainly  indel)ted  to  him  for  the  intitial  steps  by 
which  the  State  authorities  were  induced  to  purchase  the 
property,"  Vmt  to  another  person,  as  the  follo\ving  article 
will  most  conclusively  show. 

It  is  further  ])elieved  that  Mr.  Ruttenber  has  unintentionally 
been  led  into  the  statement  al>ove  copied  from  his  history, 
a  statement  he  would  not  liave  made  if  he  had  kno^vn  all 
the  facts. 


THE  HISTORY. 


To  the  many  from  all  parts  of  the  world  who  have  visited 
the  beautiful  and  historic  groimds  at  Washington's  Head- 
quarters, in  Newburgh,  the  secret  history  of  liow  they 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  State  may  not  be  known. 
Indeed,  it  is  1)elieved  that  very  few,  if  any,  persons  in  New- 
burgh itself  know  of  this  history,  and  how.  near  tliis 
(to  the  country)  valuable  property  came  to  passing  into 
private  hands.  We  are  told  in  Holy  Writ,  that  in  one 
period  of  the  world's  history,  or  more  especially  in  one 
period  of  the  history  of  Egypt,  "  a  King  arose  who  knew 
not  Joseph,"  meaning  that  the  past  benefits  which  that 
wonderful  man  had  conferred  on  the  Egy])tian  Monarchy, 
had,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  tlie  busy  onrush  of  the  present, 
and  more  |)articularly  in  the  jealousy  of  the  rising,  growing 
poAvfl'  ^\itllin  her  midst,  been  forgotten,  and  the  name  of  the 
man  who  pre-eminently  above  all  others  had  been  the  means 
of  her  exaltation,  was  heard  no  more  in  the  land  as  tlie  founder 
of  her  greatness,  and  her  saviour  in  the  years  of  her  dire  dis- 
tress. Not  with  the  idea  or  intention,  for  a  moment,  of 
claiming  that  there  is  a  parallel  between  Joseph,  the  great 
Governor  of  Egypt,  with  his  prophetic,  far-seeing  and  out- 
reaching  plans  wliich  involved  tlie  destiny  of  two  nati(ms 
for  all  future  time,  and  that  of  the  foresiglit  and  oiit-reaclihig 
plan  of  tlie  ]uun1)le  individual  in  private  life,  \vhose  connec- 
tion with  the  salvation  of  Washington's  Headquju'ters  is 
now  to  l)e  oiven.     Yet,  history  which  records  the  greatness 
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and  deeds  of  the  one  on  the  sacred  page,  to  he  true  and  just, 
ought  also  to  record  the  fact  that  to  the  exertions  of  one 
man  Newhurgh  is  indebted  to-day  for  the  fact  that  the 
Headquarters  ])ropei-ty  l)eh3ngs  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  not  to  a  private  individual,  or  perhaps  three  individuals. 
To  give  the  history :  As  is  well  known,  the  property  in  Rev- 
olutionary times,  and  before,  and  after,  was  known  as  "  The 
Hasbrouck  Property  ;  "  the  house  as  "  The  Old  Hasbrouck 
House,"  and  so  named  in  public  papers  of  that  day.  For 
how  long  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Has1>rouck  family 
anterior  to  the  time  when  it  1  )ecame  the  property  of  Jonathan 
Hasl)rouck  (the  last  of  the  name  who  owned  it)  is  to  the 
writer  unknoA\  n.  But  it  must  have  been  for  a  considerable 
period,  from  the  fact  that  it  had  come  to  be  identified  with 
the  family  name,  and  also  that  it  was  cherished  as  a  most 
precious  heir-loom  by  the  members  of  the  family,  and  hj 
Jonathan  especially,  the  last  owner  of  the  name,  whose 
heart  strings  were  torn  when  it  was  forever  alienated  from 
him.  To  extricate  himself  from  the  financial  difficulties 
which  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  seemed  like  a  sj^ider's 
web  to  environ  the  old  man  in  their  meshes,  Jonathan 
Hasbrouck  and  Phel)e,  his  wife,  mortgaged  "The  *Has- 
brouck  Property "  to  the  "  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States  De]X)sit  Fund "  for  the  County  of  Oi-ange,  on  the 
12th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1887,  for  $2,000.  For  many 
years  the  annual  interest  was  regularly  paid  in  the  month  of 
October,  the  time  prescribed  by  law.  "But  it  fell  on  a 
day  "  (the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  1848)  that  the  old  man 
could  not  make  his  annual  payment,  on  the  last  day  of 
the  four,  in  that  month,  on  which  he  had  the  option  of  pay- 
ing, nor  could  he  at  the  (3nd  of  the  week  of  grace  thereafter, 
which  tlie  law  gave,  nor  at  the  end  of  the  three  months  ad- 
vertised  time   of    sale   under   foreclosure.       It    was   truly 
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pitiful  the  cfFoits  wliicli  the  old  man  made  to  save  his  heart- 
treasured  possession,  wliich  had  for  so  long  a  time  Ijeen  in 
his  family,  and  it  ^vould  almost  bring  tears  to  the  eyes  of 
Mr.  Caldwell,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  the  letters  he 
received  during  these  three  months  from  Jonathan  Has- 
l)rouck  to  know  if  there  could  not  be  some  further  delay  in 
the  proceedings,  to  give  him  a  chance  to  raise  tlie  amount  due 
on  the  mortgage,  a  chance  which  the  old  man  always  saw  a' 
little  way  ahead.  But  the  "Book  of  Instructions,"  for  the 
Commissioners'  guidance  as  to  their  duties,  was  very  plain 
and  exj^licit,  and  any  deviation  to  the  detriment  of  the  fund 
would  have  incurred  to  themselves  personal  liability,  as  well 
as  malfeasance.  If  the  writer  rememljers  correctly,  the  two 
Commissioners  told  Mr.  Hasbrouck  that  if  he  could  raise 
the  money  within  the  time  limit  of  the  law,  they  would 
remit  all  fees  and  commissions  which  the  law  allowed  them. 
But  lie  could  not. 

SALE  OF  THE  PROPERTY. 

It  was  put  np  for  sale,  and  no  person  appearing  to  bid 
the  amount  due,  it  was  l)id  in  Ijy  the  Commissioners  for  and 
on  account  of  the  United  States  Deposit  Fund,  at  the  Court 
House,  in  Goshen,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  February,  1849. 
The  old  man  was  at  the  sale,  and  when  it  was  finally 
struck  off  he  burst  into  tears. 

Tlie  law  provides  that  Appraisers  shall  ]>e  appointed  by 
the  Commissioners  who  shall  put  a  value  on  the  property, 
when  it  is,  after  a  prescribed  time,  to  be  again  offered  for 
sale;  if  no  l)id  is  received  equal  to  the  appraised  value,  the 
Commissioners  are  to  ])id  that  sum,  and  the  ])roperty 
becomes  the  State's  absolutely.  This  they  did.  It  should  be 
said,  however,  that  the  mortgagor  had  the  right  to  redeem 
the  property  at  the  appraised  value  and  costs  of  sale.     Old 
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Mr.  Plasbrouck  in  tlie  interim  was  trying  to  raise  tlie  money 

to  pay  off  the  claims,  but 
never  succeeded.  The  Com- 
missioners, who  were  Andrew 
J.  Caldwell,  of  Blooming 
Grove,  and  Alexander  Camp- 
V)ell,  of  Monroe,  were  made 
custodians  of  the  property 
after  the  sale,  l)y  the  then 
Comptroller  of  the  State, 
Hon.  Washington  Hunt,  and 
it  was  l)y  them  put  in  charge 
^' '  of  a  keeper.  It  was  at  this 
time  that  efforts  were  made 
l)y  private  parties,  both  by 
letters  and  through  personal 
interview  with  the  Commis- 
sioners or  rather  Commissioner  (for  Mr.  Caldwell  was, 
by  the  acquiesence  of  "  Father  Camp1)ell,"  the  prominent 
man  in  tlie  transaction)  to 
induce  him  to  use  his  influ- 
ence Avith  the  Comptroller  to 
sell  the  property  to  them, 
which  he  would  have  done 
if  the  Commissioners  had  so 
advised,  and  the  recollection 
is  (which,  however,  may  not 
be  correct)  that  a  less  sum 
was  offered  than  the  amoimt 
of '  appraisal  and  interest  to 
time  of  the  offer.  Mr.  Cald- 
well declined,  as  he  had  other         ^^^xander  Campbell. 

plans  and  purposes.  [From  a  Ukeness  taken  lu  1S52.] 


ANDREW    J.  CALDWELL. 

[Taken  when  80  years  of  age.] 
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EFFORTS    TO    INDITE    RESIDENTS     OF    NEWBURGH    TO    BUY    TIIE 

PROPERTY. 

First  lie  tried  to  induce  private  parties  in  Newburgh  to 
su1)scril:)e  a  sum  sufficient  to  liquidate  the  Deposit  Fund 
claim.  In  this  eifort  he  was  heartily  seconded  by  the  late 
Enoch  Carter,  Esq.,  who,  as  far  as  his  desires  and  pecimiary 
ability  went,  was  as  public-spirited  a  man  as  Newbui-gh  ever 
possessed.  But  love  of  money  was  greater  among  the  men  of 
means  of  Newburgh  at  the  time,  than  love  of  patriotism,  or  at 
least  of  Washington's  Headquarters.  Mr.  Carter  was  much 
disappointed  and  out  of  patience  at  the  action,  or  rather 
non-action,  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  and  gave  expression  to 
his  opinion  of  them  in  words  which  those  who  rememl)er  him 
well  can  very  w^ell  imagine  were  much  more  emphatic  than 
Scriptual. 

'PLANS     PROPOSED. 

Then  Mr.  Caldwell  entered  into  correspondence  with  Hon. 
Hamilton  Fish,  the  then  Governor  of  the  State,  proposing 
two  plans.  One  was  for  the  Legislature  of  New  York  to 
memorialize  Congress  to  remit  its  claim  on  the  State  of 
New  York  for  the  amount  due  the  United  States  Deposit 
Fund  to  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  morgage,  $2,000, 
with  accrued  interest  and  expenses.  This  is  the  plan  which 
Mr.  Caldwell  favored,  as  in  case  they  did,  it  would  not 
cost  the  State  any  money.  The  other  plan  was  for  the  Leg- 
islatiu'e  to  appropriate  a  sum  sufficient  to  discharge  all  the 
amount  due  to  the  Fund,  the  law  requiring  that  the  principal 
of  the  Fund  should  always  be  kept  intact. 

THE    governor's    WISDOM. 

The  Governor  chose  the  latter  course  as  being  more  direct 
and   expeditious,  and  in  this  he   imdoubtedly  showed  his 
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wisdom,  for  if  application  liad  been  made  to  Congress,  action 
would  perhaps  liave  been  delayed  through  opposition  of  in- 
terested parties  who  had  their  o^vn  private  schemes  and 
purposes  to  carry  out.  Governor  Fish  in  his  first  annual 
message,  after  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the  subject, 
asked  or  recommended  that  the  Legislature  appropriate  the 
sum  required,  which  they  did,  and  so  the  property  became 
the  State's,  absolutely  and  forever.  The  Deposit  Fund  was 
fully  reimbursed,  and  private  parties  who  wanted  to  make  a 
big  speculation  out  of  the  old  historic  spot  were  foiled  in 
their  purpose.  Tiie  correspondence  l^etween  Mr.  Caldwell 
and  Governor  Fish,  which  was  placed  ^before  the  Board 
of  Trustees  by  George  Cornwall,  Esq.,  once  a  Trustee  of  the 
Village  of  Newburgh,  and  up  to  his  death  President  of  the 
Highland  Bank  of  that  place,  is  here  given,  transcribed  from 
the  puljlic  records  of  the  then  Village  of  Newburgh,''as  well 
as  the  resolution  of  the  Trustees  of  that  village  on  the 
subject : 

Newburgh,  May  8,  1850. 
Andrew  J.  Caldwell,  Es(i. : 

Dear  Sir  :— It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to 
lay  your  correspondence  with  Gov.  Fish  l)efore  the  Commit- 
tee on  Washington's  Headquarters,  and  subsequently,  before 
om*  Board  of  Trustees.  The  action  of  the  latter  body  upon , 
the  subject  you  Avill  find  enclosed,  together  with  the  papers 
sent  me.  I  remain  very  respectfully  yours,  etc., 

GEORGE  CORNWALL. 

The  above  Committee  was  probably  the  one  appointed  to 
make  aiTano:ements  for  and  take  charge  of  the  dedication 
ceremonies,  July  4th,  1850. 

THE    CORRESPONDENCE. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Vil- 
lage of    Newl)urgh,  held  at  the   United  States  Hotel,  on 


How  Acquired.  13 

Wednesday,    April    24th,    1850,    the   following  resolutions 
were  unanimously  ado})ted  : 

Kesolved,  That  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Newburgh, 
and  the  public  generally,  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be 
tendered  to  Andrew  J.  Caldwell,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of 
Loans,  lor  his  early  and  efficient  exertions  to  obtain  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  by  the  Legislature  to  j'ttain  the  title  to  the 
grounds  known  as  Washington's  Headquarters,  and  making 
them  forever  public  grounds,  and  that  his  correspondence 
with  Gov.  Fish  upon  the  subject  be  entered  npon  the  minutes 
of  the  Board,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  ]\lr.  Caldwell. 

Signed,  JACKSON  OAKLEY, 

Newbm;gh,  May  8,  1850.  Clerk. 

ANDREW  J.  CALDWELL  TO  GOV.  FISH  I 

Salisbury  Mills,  Orange  County,  1st  Oct.,  1849. 

Sir — T  beg  leave  to  l:)iiiig  to  your  notice  a  Transaction  in 
which  I  have  been  concerned,  in  the  discharge  of  official 
duty,  and  which  I  venture  to  presume  will  not  be  considered 
unw^orthy  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  Deposit  Fund 
of  the  County  of  Orange,  in  pursuance  of  law%  have  exposed 
to  pu])lic  sale  the  premises  in  the  Village  of  New^biu'gh,  con- 
taining the  old  stone  house  knowai  as  "  Washington's  Head- 
quarters,"  and  have  bid  in  the  same  on  behalf  of  the  State. 

The  place  consecrated  by  so  many  interesting  associations 
has  become  the  property  of  the  State,  and  in  the  ordinaiy 
course  is  to  be  sold  l>y  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office, 
for  the  T)enefit  of  the  United  States  Deposit  Fund.  I  need 
not  remind  you  sir,  that  the  old  stone  house  was  the  resi- 
dence of  Washington's  family  for  the  last  two  years  of  tlie 
war ;  that  there  he  received  the  news  of  peace,  there  he  dis- 
banded the  iVi*my  of  the  Kevolution,  and  when  that  army, 
goaded  almost  to  desperation  in  vieAV  of  their  wrongs  as  set 
forth  in  the  famous  "  Newburgh  Letters,"  were  pi'epaiing  to 
enforce  theii'  claims  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  then  and 
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there  it  was  he  achieved  the  crowning  glory  of  his  miHtary 
career,  issued  his  imcomparaljle  address  to  the  army,  soothed 
the  angry  passions  of  the  excited  soldiery,  averted  the 
theateued  storm,  and  thus  once  moke  saved  the  Republic.  I 
venture  sir,  to  sul  )mit  to  you  whether  it  would  be  creditable 
for  the  State  of  New  York  to  sell  this  veneral)le  and 
hallowed  spot  which  has  now  come  into  its  possession,  or 
whether  on  the  other  hand  it  would  not  ])e  more  to  the 
honor  of  the  State,  and  in  accordance  with  puljlic  sentiment, 
to  hand  it  down  to  posterity  as  a  monument  to  the  memory 
of  its  former  revered  and  illustrious  occupant,  and  an  endur- 
inai;  memorial  of  the  interestins;  transactions  of  which  it  was 
the  scene.  Should  the  authorities  of  the  State  concm*  in 
these  views,  it  would  not  he  difficult  to  devise  a  plan,  by 
which,  under  sanction  of  law,  the  ^^reservation  of  the  prem- 
ises as  a  public  ground  might  be  effectually  secured.  It 
must  be  ])orne  in  mind  that  these  premises  have  cost  the 
State  nothing,  and  if  the,  competent  authorities  should  see 
fit  to  transfer  the  charge  to  any  ]:>ul)lic  body,  for  pul:>lic  uses, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  United  States  woidd  release 
forever  their  interest  in  the  Deposit  Fund  to  that  amount. 
In  taking  this  liberty,  I  feel  the  greater  confidence,  in  that 
the  appeal  is  to  one  whose  name  and  family  are  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  times,  and  transactions  to  which  it  refers. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir 

Your  most  ob't  servant, 

ANDREW  J.  CALDWELL. 


New  York,  Oct.  0th,  1849. 
Andrew  J.  Caldwell,  Esq., 

Salisbury  Mills,  Orange  County. 
*  Sir  : — I  am  this  day  favored  with  your  letter  of  1st  inst. 
(forwarded  to  me  from  Albany)  referring  to  the  sale,  by  the 
Commissioners  in  your  County  for  loaning  certain  monies  of 
the  U.  S.,  of  the  old  House  kno^^ni  as  "  Washington's  Head- 
quarters."    I  concur  entirely  in  the  views  which  you  have 
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[Engraved  by  Leon  Banitt,  Midtlletown,  N.  Y.,  from  a  photograph  taken  in  1875.] 
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expressed  of  tlie  propriety  of  securing  this  hallowed  spot  for 
some  public  object  suitable  and  appropriate  to  its  history, 
and  I  should  be  most  happy  to  give  any  aid  within  the 
sphere  of  my  duties,  which  will  ensure  this  end.  It  will 
give  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject  as  to  any 
jpemorial  ^vhich  may  he  made  l)y  the  citizens  in  the  neigh- 
borhood.    Witli  very  great  regards, 

Your  ob't  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

There  was  other  correspondence  between  Gov.  Fish  and 
Mr.  Caldwell,  and  other  parties,  in  relation  to  the  best  coui'se 
to  take  to  secure  the  property,  which  cannot  now  V)e  found. 
Fjom  a  memorandum  in  Mr.  Caldwell's  hand-writing,  found 
among  his  papers,  it  is  shown  that  on  August  2(3,  1859,  "a 
bimdle  "  of  letters  were  sent  to  a  gentleman  residing  in  New- 
burgh  accompanied  l)y  a  letter  in  which  he  says  "  I  wish  it 
understood  that  I  do  not  wish  my  name  brought  forward 
prominently  in  your  work,  and  not  more  than  the  history  of 
the  case  requii-es." 

7S.CTI0N  BOARD  SUPERVISORS  OF  ORANGE    COUNTY. 

On  page  321,  Proceedings  of  Board  Supervisors  on  Thurs- 
day, Nov.  22,  1819,  appears  the  foUomng: 

"Andrew  J.  Caldwell,  Esq.,  appeared  before  the  Board 
and  stated  that  certain  premises  in  Newburgh  had  been  sold 
by  the  Loan  Commissioners  and  bought  in  by  them  for  the 
State ;  said  premises  are  known  by  the  name  of  Washington's 
Head  Quarters.  And  also  by  request  read  a  correspondence 
between  himself  and  the  Governor  of  the  State  on  the  subject 
of,presei'\dng  the  said  premises  for  a  public  groulid.  And 
h'e  also  asked  the  co-operation  of  the  Board  in  accomplishing 
that  sul^ject.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fullerton  it  was  resolved 
that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the  subject 
in  consideration,   and  report  to  the  Board.      Whereupon, 
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Daniel  Fullei-ton,  O.  S.  Hatliaway  and  L.  M.  Ferris  were 
appointed  said  Committee.  It  was  o"n  motion,  Ilesolved  that 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  be  added  to  the  Committee." 

On  page  335,  Proceedings  Board  Supervisors,  on  Wednes- 
day, Nov.  28th,  of  same  year,  is  found  as  follows : 

PETITION  BOARD  OF  SUPEEVISORS  TO  LEGISLATURE. 

To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  under- 
signed the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Orange 
Respectfully  represent : 

That  a  portion  of  the  monies  deposited  by  the  United 
States  with  the  State  of  New  York  were  loaned  under  the 
direction  of  tlie  said  State  on  secmity  of  certain  premises 
known  as  Washington's  Head  Quarters,  located  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Newburgh  in  the  said  County  of  Orange.  And  that 
on  default  of  payment  the  said  premises  have  been  sold  and 
bought  in  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  State. 

That  it  is  now  the  duty  of  the  Loan  Office  of  the  said 
County  under  the  existing  la^v  to  dispose  of  said  premises, 
and  to  restore  the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  fund  from  whence 
the  same  was  derived.  • 

That  the  stone  l)uilding  now  standing  on  the  said  premises 
is  on  the  Bank  of  the  Hudson  River  in  full  view  of  the 
multitudes  daily  passing  on  its  waters  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  and  that  it  still  remains  unimpaired  as  when  it  was 
honored  by  the  residence  of  Washington  and  LaFayette. 

That  the  said  mansion  ^vas  the  head-quarters  of  Washing- 
ton for  the  last  two  years  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
was  the  last  he  occupied  in  the  character  of  Commander- 
in-Cliief,  and  was  also  the  scene  of  his  most  glorious  triumphs 
over  the  fearful  designs  of  tlie  celeljrated  "  Newburgh  Let- 
ters,"* and  where  he  closed  a  military  career  unexampled  in 
the  histoiy  of  the  world. 

That  the  people  of  Orange  County  could  not  witness  with- 
out the  deepest  mortification  the  demolition  or  desecration 
of  an  edifice,  endeared  to  them  and  to  their  fellow  citizens 
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throughout  the  Union  by  so  many  Patriotic  associations  and 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  History  of  the  Revohition. 
While  Forts  Montgomery  and  Putnam,  in  its  immediate 
neigh) )orhood,  are  mouldering  in  decay,  your  petitioners 
desire  that  this  venerable  edifice  may  be  spared,  and  every 
possi1)le  exertion  used  to  preserve  and  maintain  it  inviolate 
under  the  ownership  and  protection  of  the  Empire  State. 

Your  Memorialists  therefore  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of 
the  People  of  the  County  of  Orange  Respectfully  pray  that 
your  Honora1)le  body  will  cause  to  be  repaid  to  the  United 
States  Deposit  Fund  the  amount  that  appears  from  the  last 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  of  the  County 
of  Orange  to  have  been  loaned  upon  the  said  premises  and 
retain  the  title  of  the  same  in  the  Government  of  this  State, 
and  that  you  will  further  provide  by  necessary  laws  for  its 
preservation  for  all  time  to  come. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

David  H.  Moffatt,  Chairman,  Blooming  Grove. 

Daniel  Fullerton,  Minisink. 

LiNDLY  MiTRRY  Ferris,  IMoiitgomeiy. 

William  V.  B.  Armstrong,  Warwick. 

Odell  S.  Hathaway,  Newburgh. 

A.  P.  Thompson,  Mount  Hope. 

Daniel  Swartwoi  t,  Deerpark. 

R.  M.  Vail,  Goshen. 

William  Jackson,  Hamptonburgh. 

Morgan  Shuit,  Monroe. 

Hezekiaii  H.  Moffatt,  Chester. 

John  Denniston,  Cornwall. 

Abram  Vail,  Jr.,  Wailkill. 

Augustus  Thompson,  Crawford. 

The  towns  are  not  appended  to  the  names  as  they  appear 
on  the  record  ;  they  have  l)een  affixed  l)y  the  authoi',  to  indi- 
cal^te  where  they  belonged.  All  are  dead  it  ig  Ijelieved  l^ut 
the  Super \dsor  from  Mt.  Hope,  A.  P.  Thompson,  now 
Casliier  of  the  Port  Jer\ds  National  Bank. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  are  but  foiu^teen  towns  repre- 
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sented,  J.  K.  Dickson,  the  Supervisor  of  the  only  other 
town  in  the  county,  not  })eing  present. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  foregoing  subject  of  Wash- 
ington's Headquarters  was  referred,  reported  the  foregoing 
petition,  which  a\  as  unanimously  adopted  and  signed  by  all 
the  members  of  the  Board. 

This  memorial  was  written  by  Mr.  Caldwell,  as  learned 
1)}^  a  memorandum  in  his  handwriting  found  among  his 
papers,  but  was  drawn  up  as  a  petition  from  the  Supervisors 
to  C(^ngress,'  but  subsequently  changed  and  addressed  to  the 
Legislature. 

From  the  subsequent  action  of  the  Governor  it  is  gathered 
that  the  recommendation  made  by  him  to  the  Legislature 
was  deemed  by  himself  and  Mr.  Caldwell  the  best  plan  to  take. 

The  follo^ving  is  an  "  extract  from  the  Annual  Message  of 
Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
to  the  Legislature  of  1850"  : 

MESSAGE    OF    GOVERNOR    FISH. 

"  The  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  given  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  loaning  certain  moneys  of  the  United  States,  has 
vested  in  the  State  the  title  to  a  piece  of  land,  and  to  the  stone 
building,  near  Newlnirgh,  in  the  County  of  Orange,  known 
as  '  Washington's  Head-Quarters.'  I  respectfully  submit 
that  there  are  associations  connected  with  this  venerable 
edifice  which  rise  above  the  consideration  of  dollars  and 
cents,  and  which  should  distinguish  it  from  other  accjuisitions 
and  ])roperty  of  the  State,  and  should  prevent  its  l)eing  dis- 
posed of,  unless  for  objects  in  some  degree  congenial  with 
its  past  history.  It  is  perhaps  the  last  relic  witliin  the 
bounds  of  the  State,  and  under  th^  control  of  its  Legisla- 
ture, connected  with  the  history  of  the  illustiious  man  who 
left  us  this  patriotic  admonition." 

I  Here  f ollo^vs  an  extract  from  an  address  of  George 
Washington :] 
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appointment  of  committee. 

Extract  from  the  Assembly  Jom-nal,  January   14,  1850. 
%  *  *  *  •»  % 

Mr.  Speaker  announced  tlie  following  select  committees,  to 
wit:  ^-  ^-  ^-  *  *  * 

On  so  much  of  the  Annual  Message  of  the  Governor  as 
relates  to  Washington's  Head  Quarters." 

Mr.  Leland,  Mr.  Truslow,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Lyons,  Mr. 
Lott. 

[In  Assembly  March  6,  1850.] 

Of  the  Select  Committee  in  relation  to  the  preservation  of 
"  Washington's  Head  Quarters." 

EEPORT    OF   ASSEMBLY    COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Leland,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred so  much  of  the  Annual  Message  of  the  Governor  as 
relates  to  Washington's  Headquarters,  and  also  the  petition 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Orange  County,  praying  for 
an  act  causing  to  be  repaid  to  the  United  States  Deposit 
Fund  the  amount,  that  appears  from  the  last  annual  report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  of  the  County  of  Orange,  to 
have  been  loaned  upon  the  said  premises  and  retain  the 
title  of  the  same  in  the  government  of  the  State  ;  and  that 
we  will  further  provide  Vjy  necessary  laws  for  its  preserva- 
tion for  all  time  to  come,  having  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, 

REPORTS. 

It  is  shown  that  the  distinguished  individuals  whose  names 
are  appended  to  the  petition  submitted  to  the  con  si  delation 
of  your  Committee,  are  influenced  l)y  a  lauda])le  desire  to 
preserve  and  perpetuate  one  of  the  most  interesting  monu- 
ments of  the  AmericanmKevolution. 

Though  the  pages  of  history  may  transmit  to  posterity  the 
events  of  that  interesting  period  through  all  time :  yet  there 
are  certain  objects  and  places  connected  with  our  Revolu- 
tionary War  which  every  American  citizen  delights  to  look 
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upon,  and  around  wliicli  lie  loves  to  call  back  the  scenes  that 
rendered  them  dear  to  his  memory. 

The  chair  in  which  John  Hancock  sat  when  he  presided 
over  the  Convention  of  1776,  and  ^v'hen  he  affixed  his  name 
to  the  Declaration  of  American  Inde])endence,  is  now  pre- 
served with  pious  care,  in  the  Capitol  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  every  intelliir^'nt  and  ])atri(^tic  traveler  visitin<2;  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  fails  not  to  examine  that  ancient  rem- 
nant of  Revolutionary  times. 

The  old  day-book  in  which  AVashingtori,  In  his  own  hand- 
writing, kept  his  accounts  during  the  Eevolutionary  Wai.,  is 
still  preserved  as  a  precious  relic  among  our  archives  at  the 
seat  of  our  general  government. 

The  citizens  of  our  sister  State  of  Massachusetts  have  made 
commendable  efforts  to  preserve  from  desecration  the  ground 
on  which  was  fought  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  In  contem- 
plating such  movements  of  our  war  of  inde])endence  the  best 
feelings  of  the  heart  are  elicited  and  cherished. 

If  our  love  of  country  is  excited  when  we  read  the  biog- 
raphy of  our  revolutionary  heroes,  oi'  the  history  of  revolu- 
tionary events,  how  much  more  will  the  flame  of  patriotism 
burn  in  oui'  bosoms  when  we  tread  the  ground  where  was 
shed  the  l)lood  of  <nir  fathers,  or  wlien  we  move  among  the 
scenes  where  were  conceived  and  consummated  their  noble 
achievements.  Let  every  true  friend  of  our  Country,  with 
the  liveliest  fervor  of  heart,  delight  in  the  w^ritten  pages  of 
history,  or  the  monuments  of  marble,  or  the  ancient  relics, 
or  the  memorable  locality,  or  any  other  thing,  which  may 
transmit  to  our  children  a  knowledge  of  the  virtues  of  the 
fathers  of  the  re])ublic.  It  will  be  good  for  our  citizens  in 
these  days  of  political  collisions,  in  these  days  of  political 
demagogueism  :  it  will  be  good  for  them  in  these  days  when 
we  hear  the  sound  of  disunion  reiterated  from  eveiy  part  of 
the  Country;  in  all  future  time  occasionally  to  chasten 
their  minds  l)y  reviewing  the  history  of  our  revolutionary 
struggle. 

<     That  the  ol)ject  of  the  })etitioners  may  be  more  fully  un- 
derstood youi'  Committee  would  state  the  following  2)articu- 
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lars :  About  fifty  rods  south  of  tlie  \dllage  of  Newl  )urgh,  in 
the  County  of  Orange,  there  stands  an  ancient  dwelling, 
built  in  an  irregular  form  of  rough  stone,  which  was  erected 
about  one  hundred  years  ago.  It  is  now  known  in  that 
vicinity  by  the  name  of  the  "  Old  Hasl)rouck  House,"  and 
in  revolutionary  times  by  the  name  of  "  Washington's  Head- 
quarters." It  occupies  a  commanding  eminence  on  the  bank 
of  the  Hudson  River  overlooking  the  l)eautiful  bay  of  New- 
l^urgh,  and  the  military  station  at  West  Point,  and  taking 
within  its  range  all  the  splendid  water  and  mountain  scenery 
for  which  that  region  is  remarkal)le.  In  every  direction  from 
the  house  the  eye  may  dwell  upon  view^s  rich  in  natural 
beauty  and  historical  recollections ;  West  Point  on  the  south, 
enthroned  amidst  the  Highlands,  was  the  scene  of  some  of 
the  most  exciting  incidents  which  characterized  our  revolu- 
tionary struggle  ;  the  beacon  summits  of  Fishkill  mountains, 
the  camp-ground  on  Fislikill  and  Snake  Hill  plains,  the 
location  of  the  l)arracks,  store-houses,  and  hospitals  of  oui' 
army,  are  all  within  a  short  distance  from  this  interesting 
s])ot.  The  associations  of  the  place  call  at  once  to  the  mind 
of  every  patriotic  visitor  many  interesting  occurrences  con- 
nected with  the  names  of  Stuben,  Koscuisko  and  Lafayette. 
The  "Hasl)rouck  House,"  which  it  is  the  design  of  the 
petitioners  to  perpetuate,  was  a  long  time  the  head-quarters 
of  General  Washington.  It  lemains  as  yet  in  nearly  the 
same  condition  as  that  in  which  Wasliington  left  it;  but 
circumstances  are  such  that  it  must  soon  fall  unless  efficient 
measures  are  taken  to  preserve  it.  It  contains  one  room  in 
the  centre  of  the  house  which  is  about  twenty-four  feet 
square,  but  the  ceiling  is  so  low  as  to  make  it  appear  much 
larger.  This  room  has  se-zen  doors  and  but  one  window ; 
General  Washington  used  it  as  his  dining-room  and  parlor ; 
at  night  it  was  converted  into  a  bed-chaml)er  for  his  staff 
officers  and  occasional  visitors.  On  the  north-east  corner  of 
the  Jvouse,  communicating  with  the  large  centre  room,  is  a 
small  clnunber  which  General  Washington  used  as  a  study 
or  private  office.  Many  revolutionary  anecdotes  have  bee^ 
told,  the  scenes  of  which  were  laid  in  the  old  square  room  at 
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Ne^vl)iir<2:li,  witli  its  seven  doors  and  one  window.  WHien 
General  Lafayette  visited  this  country  in  1824  he  made  a 
pilcri'iniage  to  this  veneralJe  mansion.  After  an  absence  of 
lialf  a  centiny  his  eyes  conld  liardly  l>e  satisfied  with  exam- 
ininpi;  the  old  rooms,  and  the  little  north-east  room,  the 
windows,  the  doors,  the  fire-place,  the  outside  appearance, 
and  the  surronndini»"  ol)jects  and  scenery  of  that  memoifihle 
place.  But  the  most  memorable  affair  connected  with  the 
subject  remains  to  be  mentioned.  While  the  American  army 
was  encamped  ai*<^imd  the  old  "  ITasbrouck  House  "  near  the 
close  of  the  war  there  was  conceived  in  thei'.'  midst  the  most 
insidious  and  formidal)le  treason  that  ever  threatened  the 
])rosperity  and  honor  of  our  Country.  The  war  was  al)out 
closing  by  the  peace  of  1788,  with  triumph  and  glory.  The 
army  was  about  to  be  discharged ;  they  had  endui-ed  the 
keenest  ])rivati(ms;  they  had  toiled  and  bled  most  n()l)ly  for 
their  countr}',  l)ut  had  suffei'ed  for  the  want  of  clolhing  and 
provisions.  Their  pay  had  been  withheld  and  Congress  had 
manifested  a  I'eluctance  from  the  embari'assed  state  of  our 
finances,  ])romptly  to  adjust  their  claims.  Broken  down 
with  pecuniary  embarrassment,  and  with  hard  service  in  the 
"  tented  field,"  our  ofiicers  became  discontented,  and  com- 
plained bitterly  of  the  injustice  of  Congress,  and  the  a]^]:)arent 
ingratitude  of  their  country.  The  prospect  of  an  immediate 
disl)andment  in  the  midst  of  their  poverty  and  suffering, 
without  pay  or  even  the  adjustments  of  their  accounts,  was 
almost  too  much  for  even  ^hose  noble-hearted  men  to  endure. 
It  was  in  the  midst  of  tliis  universal  murmuring  of  discontent, 
on  the  loth  day  of  March,  1783,  that  the  celebrated  "  New- 
Inirgh  Letters"  made  their  appearance.  Tliese  letters  were 
written  in  the  most  toucliing  and  powerful  eloquence,  and 
addressed  to  minds'already  chafed  Ijy  disappointment  and  a 
sense  of  injustice."'  They  pointed  to  a  remedy  for  wrongs 
endured  of  a  most  des])erate  character;  and  had  their 
counsel  prevailed,  our  Bevolutionary  Ai-my,  at  the  very 
time  of  consummating  the  most  glorious  achievement  the 
world  ever  "witnessed,  would  have  incurred  indelible  dis- 
honor.       It  was  in  the  small  north-east  room  of  this  house 
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where  Washington  meditated  upon  these  portentous  letters 
and  prepared  himself  to  assuage  the  angry  passions  which 
were  kindling  with  such  fearful  import  throughout  his  army. 
Taking  counsel  of  liis  own  lofty  mind,  the  imagination  can 
almost  conceive  him,  on  that  occasion  as  personating  the 
genius  of  American  liberty,  dictating  his  orders  for  a  general 
meeting  of  his  officers,  and  preparing  an  address  containing 
arguments  and  appeals  which  fastened  upon  the  very  souls 
of  liis  auditors,  brought  them  unanimously  to  confide  in  the 
justice  of  their  country,  and  hushed  their  rising  passions 
forever.  In  the  eloquent  language  in  which  Washington 
closed  his  address,  our  army,  "  gave  one  more  distinguished 
proof  of  unexampled  patriotism  and  patient  virtue,  rising 
superior  to  the  pressure  of  the  most  complicated  suffering," 
and  hj  the  dignity  of  their  conduct  have  afforded  "  occasion 
for  posterity  to  say,  when  speaking  of  the  glorious  example 
they  have  exh:l)i':cd  to  manldnd,  had  that  day  l)oen  wanting, 
the  world  had  never  seen  the  last  stage  of  perfection,  to  which 
human  nature  is  capable  of  attaining."  It  was  but  a  few  days 
after  this  event  that  Washington  disbanded  a  portion  of  his 
army  on  the  lawn  before  the  door  of  this  antiquated  house. 
The  hardy  soldiers,  whose  hearts  never  quailed  under  danger 
or  toil,  melted  into  tears  as  they  bade  each  other  a  lasting 
farewell  on  the  consecrated  ground  which  the  petitioners 
seek  to  commemorate. 

The  Committee  believe  that  the  object  which  the  peti- 
tioners have  in  view — "  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  Wash- 
ington's headc^uai-ters,  in  the  village  of  Newburgh" — is 
worthy  of  their  high  character,  and  eminently  deserving  of 
legislative  sanction.  No  traveler  who  touches  upon  the 
shores  of  Orange  county  will  hesitate  to  make  a  pilgrimage 
to  this  beautiful  s})ot,  associated  as  it  is  with  so  many 
delightful  reminiscences  in  our  early  history,  and  if  he  have 
an  American  heart  in  his  bosom,  he  will  feel  himself  a  better 
man,;^  his  patriotism  will  kindle  with  deeper  emotion  ;  his 
as]3irations  of  his  country's  good  will  ascend  from  a  more 
devout  mind  for  having  visited  the  "  Head  Quaetees  of 
Washington." 
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INTRODUCTION   OF    A   BILL    IN   LEGISLATURE    TO    BUY    THE    lEEAD 

QUARTERS. 

In  answer  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  the  Committee 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill.  *  *  * 

The  l)ill  was  passed  l)y  a  unanimous  vote  and  became  a  law 
by  signature  of  the  Governor,  April  10,  1850,  Ijecoming 
Chapter  2 (35  of  the  laws  of  that  year.  This  bill  appropriated 
$2,391,02,  and  authorized  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land 
Office  to  ])urcliase  "  certain  premises  known  as  Washington's 
Head  Quarters,"  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Loans  of  Orange  County.  It  also  appropriated  $6,000  to 
purchase  other  lots  and  parcels  of  ground  formerly  attached 
to  and  part  of  Washington's  Headquarters.  As  at  the  time  of 
the  original  j)urchase  the  house  stood  quite  near  to  the  south 
line  of  the  lot,  the  Trustees  appointed  by  the  act  saw  that 
upon  the  adjoining  property  at  some  time  in  the  future, 
buildings  might  be  erected  whose  character  would  be  detii- 
mental  to  the  property  which  they  had  in  charge,  so  they 
secured  the  i)assage  of  an  act  by  the  Legislature  appropria- 
ting $$,000  to  l)uy  a  strip  of  land  along  the  whole  south  side, 
thus  receding  the  line  further  from  the  house.  This  rounded 
up  and  completed  the  work  initiated  by  Mr.  Caldwell. 
The  State  came  into  possession  absolutely  and  forever,  and 
private  parties  who  wanted  to  make  a  gigantic  speculation 
out  of  the  old  historic  spot  were  foiled  in  their  purpose. 
The  original  act  appointing  Trustee,  also  provided  for  a 
succession,  and  an  annual  aj^propriation  is  made  to  pay  the 
"  Keeper's  "  salary,  who  in  addition  has  his  rent  free  and 
any  gratuity  he  may  receive  from  visitors,  though  no  charge 
is  made  or  asked  from  visitors. 

Thus  was  this  spot,  which  has  become  the  shrine  of  the 
lovers  of  Liberty  the  world  over  and  the  Mecca  of  all  those 
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who  reverence  true  greatness,  rescued  and  preserved  for  all 
time. 

That  which  has  been  presented  above  it  is  believed  was 
unknown  history.  It  certainly  has  been  unwiitten  history, 
and  has  the  merit  of  truthfulness,  and  has  l)een  written 
with  a  purpose — to  give  honor  where  and  to  whom  honor  is 
ue,  and  as  a  memorial  to  a  revered  father  |  wlio,  as  a  com- 
patriot and  college  mate  of  tlie  immortal  R()l)ert  Emmet,  in 
his  youth  feeling  the  iron  heel  of  despotism  in  his  native 
land,  Ireland,  was  with  all  his  father's  numerous  family 
"  sent  out  of  the  land  in  haste  "  by  the  order  of  a  tyranical 
government  choosing  with  them  the  United  States  as  "  The 
Land  of  Promise"  and  adoption]  took  every  occa- 
sion afterward  to  instill  into  the  minds  of  all  his  children  the 
loftiest  principles  of  patriotism,  pointing  especially  to  the 
example  and  conduct  of  Washington  under  the  temptation 
of  the  "  Newbnrgh  Letters." 

In  1824  Lafayette  made  his  fourth  and  last  visit  to  the 
United  States,  taking  an  extended  tour  throughout  the  whole 
country.  He  was  greatly  delighted  at  the  evidences  which 
he  everywhere  saw  of  its  prosperty,  and  rejoiced  in  the  stal- 
wart growth  of  the  young  Republic,  whose  entrance  (a  half 
centiuy    prcwious)    into  the  family  of    nations   he    had  so 

Since  the  dedication  of  the  Headquarters  which  occurred  July  4,  1850,  250,000 

persons  have  rei^istered  their  names  on  the  boolts  kept  there  for  tliat  purpose; 

this  does  not  inchide  residents  of  Newburu-h,  and  these  visitors  have  been  of 

every  color,  nationality,  and  deijree  of  social  position  from  the  plebeian  to  the 

titled  man  and  woman,  all  coming  reverently  to  worship  at  this  Shrine  of  Liberty. 

To  show  the  gradual  increase  of  this  visitation  the  number  for  1851  (the  first 

full  year)  and  the  numbers  for  the  last  several  years  are  given  :   1851,  4,624. 

For  1880,  -  -  -  "^14,361 

"     1881,      -  .  -  -      19,962 

"     1882,  -  -  -  19,471 

"     1883,      -  -  -  .      22,835 

"     1884,  -  -  -  20,148 

"     1885,      .  .  -  .      20,534 

"     1886,  -  -  -  22.568 

139,889 
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efficiently  aided.  He  came  to  Newburgh  to  again  revisit 
the  place  wliere  such  important  events  had  trans]^ired 
in  which  he  had  been  so  conspicuous  an  actor. 
His  own  Head  Quarters  in  that  early  period  wei'e 
about  two  miles  south  of  ''The  Old  Hasbrouck 
House,"  on  the  "  Vale  of  Avoca,"  near  what  is  now 
known  as  Quassaic  Creek.  Visiting  in  1824  the  old  house  at 
N(wbiu"gh,  and  enterinsi;  it,  it  was  some  time  before  the  old 
man  coidd  "  find  his  ])earing."  Going  around  the  room  touch- 
ing here  and  there  some  pare  of  the  compartment,  he  at  last 
exclaimed,  "  It  is !  it  is !  the  very  same,  the  room  with 
seven  doors  and  one  window,"  now  known  ;;>;  such  the 
world  over. 


56.^ 


A — Sitting  Room. 
B— Family  Room. 
C— Kitchen. 


D— Hall. 
E— Parlor. 


G— Washington's  Bedroom. 
H— Store  Room. 


F— Washington's  Office. 


diagram  of  the  interior  of  the  first  story  of 
ton's  headquarters. 
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It  is  but  just  to  Mr.  Campbell  to  say  that  though  not  so 
prominent  in  the  transaction  as  his  associate  Loan  Commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Caldwell,  he  was  in  entire  sympathy  and 
accord  with  the  latter  in  all  his  efforts  to  secure  to  the  State 
a  permanent  title  to  the  Head  Quarters  property.  Alexander 
Campbell,  who  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  was 
born  in  Argyleshire,  Scotland,  Nov.  26,  1793,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  Septemljer,  1806.  The  likeness  of 
him  given  was  taken  when  he  was  sixty  years  of  age.  He 
was  respected  for  his  kindness  of  heart,  which  indeed  ex- 
pressed itself  on  his  countenance. 

PROMINENT    EVENTS    CONNECTED    WITH    THE    NEWBURGH    HEAD- 
QUARTERS. 

It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  most  appropriate,  as  the  his- 
tory of  tlie  acquisition  of  this  historic  spot  has  been  given, 
to  refer  to  the  event  which  more  than  any  other  connected 
with  it,  makes  it  pre-eminently  historic,  and  to  all  lovers  of 
our  beloved  land,  the  event  of  all  others,  and  Washington's 
connected  therewith,  which  has  added  the  crowning  luster  to 
his  name. 

On  the  3d  day  of  September,  1783,  at  Paris,  the  treaty  of 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  was 
signed  by  the  respective  representatives  of  each  government. 
On  the  18th  day  of  Octol)er  Congress  issued  an  order  that 
on  the  3d  day  of  Noveml)er  tlie  army  which  had  through 
the  long  seven  years'  conflict  maintained  tlie  struggle  should 
be  disV)anded.  The  preliminaries  of  peace,  however,  had 
been  signed  on  the  20th  of  January  previous.  The  army 
seeing- that  disbandment  must  before  long  ensue,  and  that 
Congress  had  not  made,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  making 
any  efforts  to  provide  for  their  long  arrearages  of  pay,  or 
to  even  to  adjust  their  accounts,  became  restive,  and  ready 
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to  listen  to  the  suggestions  of  evil-minded  persons.  On  the 
11th  of  March,  1783,  there  appeared  an  "address  to  the 
army,"  vnili  no  name  attached.  This  "  address  "  was  com- 
posed with  great  ingenuity,  and  calculated  to  inflame  the 
rising  passions  of  the  army.     The  following  extract  is  given: 

["  History  of  the  War  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  by  Charles  Botta.] 

"  After  a  pursuit  of  seven  years  the  ()])ject  for  which  we 
set  out  is  at  length  brought  ^^^thin  our  reach.  Yes,  ray 
friends,  that  suffering  courage  was  active  once ;  it  has  con- 
ducted the  United  States  of  America  through  a  douljtful 
and  l)loody  war.  It  has  placed  her  in  the  chair  of  inde- 
pendency, and  peace  returns  again  to  l)less.  Whom  ?  A 
country  willing  to  redress  your  wrongs,  cherish  your  Avorth 
and  rcAvard  your  services  ?  A  country  courting  your  return 
to  j)rivate  life,  with  tears  of  gratitude  and  smiles  of  admi- 
ration, longing  to  diAdde  with  you  those  riches  which  your 
wounds  have  preserved.  Is  this  the  case?  or  is  it  rather  a 
country  that  ti-amples  upon  your  rights,  disdains  your  cries, 
and  insults  your  distresses  ?  Have  you  not  more  than  once 
suggested  your  wishes,  and  made  known  your  wants  to  Con- 
gress, wants  and  wishes  which  gratitude  and  policy  slioiikl 
have  anticipated,  rather  than  evaded.  And  have  you  not 
lately,  in  the  meek  language  of  entreating  memorials,  V)egged 
from  their  justice  what  you  could  no  longer  expect  from 
their  favor  ?  Have  you  been  answered  ?  Let  the  letter  of 
y<^ur  delegates  to  Philadelphia  reply.  If  this  then  be  your 
treatment  while  the  swords  you  wear  are  necessary  for  the 
defense  of  America,  what  have  you  to  expect  when  your 
voice  shall  sink  and  your  strength  dissipate  by  division, 
when  those  swords,  the  instruments  and  companions  of 
your  glory,  shall  ])e  taken  from  your  sides,  and  no  remain- 
ing mark  of  military  distinction  left,  Imt  your  wants,  in- 
formities  and  scars  ?  Can  you  then  consent  to  be  the  only 
sufferers  by  this  revolution,  and  retiring  from  the  field  grow 
old  in  poverty,  wretchedness  and  contempt  ?  Can  you  con- 
sent to  wade  through  the  mu'e  of  dependency  and  owe  the 
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miserable  remnants  of  that  life  to  charity,  which  has 
hitherto  been  spent  in  honor  ?  If  you  can,  go  ;  and  carry 
with  yon  the  jest  of  Tories  and  the  scorn  of  Whigs  ;  the 
ridicule,  and,  what  is  \vorse,  the  pity  of  the  world.  Go  ; 
starve  and  be  forgotten  !  But  if  your  spirit  should  revolt  at 
this ;  if  you  have  sense  enough  to  discover,  and  spirit 
enough  to  oppose  tyranny,  under  whatever  garb  it  may 
assume,  whether  it  be  the  plain  coat  of  republicanism  or  the 
splendid  rol^e  of  royalty ;  if  you  have  yet  learned  to  dis- 
criminate between  a  people  and  a  cause,  between  men  and 
principles,  awake ;  attend  to  your  situation  and  redress 
YOURSELVES.  If  the  present  moment  be  lost,  every  future 
effort  is  vain  ;  and  your  threats  will  be  as  empty  as  yom* 
entreaties  now." 

The    effect   was   to     "  chafe  minds    already    exasperated 
into  a  delirium  of  fury." 


Washington  saw  the  rising  storm,  and  determined  to  turn 
aside  its  violence.  He  issued  orders  calling  upon  his  general 
and  field  officers,  and  one  officer  from  each  company  in  the 
army,  to  assemble,  that  they  might  deliberate  upon  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  for  obtaining  the  redress  of  their 
grievances. 

Washington's  general  order  calling  for  a  meeting  of  his 

officers. 

Head  Quarters,  Newburgh,  March  11,  1783. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  having  heard  that  a  general 
meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  army  was  to  be  held  this  day  at 
the  New  Building,  in  an  anonymous  letter  which  was  circulated 
yesterday  by  some  unknown  person,  conceives  (although  he 
is  fully  persuaded  that  the  good  sense  of  the  officers  would 
induce  them  to  pay  very  little  attention  to  such  an  irregular 
invitation)    his   duty  as  well  as  the  true  interests  of   the 
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army  requires  liis  disapprobation  of  sneli  disorderly  proceed- 
ings, at  tlie  same  time  he  reijuests  the  (leneral  and  Field 
officers,  with  one  officei'  from  the  Staff  of  the  army,  will 
assemble  at  1 2  o'clock  on  Saturday  next,  at  the  New  Build- 
ing, to  hear  tlie  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Army  to 
Congress.  After  mature  delil)eration  they  will  advise  what 
further  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  as  most  rational  and 
best  calculated  to  attain  the  just  and  im])ortant  object  in 
view.  The  senior  officer  in  rank  present  will  be  pleased  to 
preside  and  report  tlie  result  of  the  deliberations  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

On  the  next  day,  after  the  issuance  of  this  order  I >y  Wash- 
ington, a  second  anonymous  letter  appeared  to  the  effect 
that  they  must  act  with  energy  in  the  assera])ly  which 
was  to  meet  on  the  15th  of  March,  at  the  "Temple," 
or  "  New  Buildinor "  a  laro;e  los;  l^uilding  which  had  been 
erected  for  the  pui'pose  of  Sunday  worship  and  other  meet- 
ings, situate  about  three  miles  south-west  from  the  Head 
Quarters.  In  the  meantime  Washington  was  not  idle.  He 
called  into  his  counsel  those  tried  and  trusty  patriots — 
Knox,  Steuben,  Putnam,  Green,  Wayne  and  others,  each  name 
the  impersonation  of  loyalty.  And  in  the  little  north-east 
room  they  met  and  approved  of  his  pm'pose  to  attend  the 
meeting  and  address  the  malcontents.  In  conversation  with 
others  he  appealed  to  the  patriotism  of  some,  he  reminded 
others  of  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  public  treasury,  and 
that  he  himself  had  not  received  one  cent  of  pay  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  and  on  others  he  brought  to  bear  other 
motives  and  and  appeals. 

The  meeting  was  lield  and  fully  attended.  It  was  a  grave 
occasion.  Wlien  the  assembly  had  l)een  called  to  order 
by  General  Gates,  Washington  stepped  for\vard  and  deliv- 
ered the  well-known  masterly  written  addi'ess,  which 
chained  their  attention,  in  language  clear  and  compact,  mild 
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yet  severe,  elevated  and  dignified,  and  witlial  so  loyal  to 
patriotic  principles,  that  the  whole  mutinous  scheme  was 
overthrown  in  the  deliberative  conference  which  followed. 
More  than  forty  years  transpired  before  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  author  of  the  incendiary  address  was  Major  John 
Armstrong,  an  aid  to  Gen.  Gates.  [From  "  Washington's 
orders  issued  at  Newburgh,"  compiled  by  Major  Edward  C. 
Boynton,  of  Newburgh,  one  of  the  Trustees  Washington's 
Headquarters.] 

Asseml)led  with  his  officers  and  men  in  the  Temple  he 
took  from  his  pocket  his  "  address,"  and  putting  on  his 
spectacles  he  said,  "  These  eyes,  my  friends,  have  grown 
dim,  and  these  locks  white  in  the  service,  yet  I  never 
doubted  the  justice  of  my  country." 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  *'  ADDRESS." 

"  My  God  !  "  he  exclaimed,  "  what  can  this  writer  have  in 
view  by  recommending  such  measures  ?  Can  he  be  a  friend 
to  the  army  ?  Can  he  be  a  friend  to  this  country  ?  Rather 
is  he  not  an  insidious  foe ;  some  emissary  from  New  York, 
plotting  the  ruin  of  both  by  sowing  the  seed  of  discord  and 
separation  l)etween  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  the 
continent  ?  Let  me  entreat  you,  gentlemen,  not  to  take  any 
measures  which,  viewed  in  the  calm  light  of  reason,  will 
lessen  the  dignity  and  sully  the  glory  you  have  hitherto 
maintained  ;  let  me  request  you  to  rely  on  the  ])Hghted  faith 
of  your  country,  and  place  full  confidence  in  the  piu'ity  of 
the  intentions  of  Congress,  that  previous  to  your  dissolution 
as  an  army,  they  will  cause  all  your  accounts  to  be  fairly 
liquidated,  and  that  they  will  adopt  the  most  effectual 
measures  in  their  power  to  render  ample  justice  to  you  for 
your  faithful  and  meritorious  services.  And  let  me  conjure 
you'ili  the  name  of  our  common  country,  as  you  value  your 
own  sacred  honor,  as  you  respect  tlie  rights  of  luunanity,  and 
as  you  regard  the  military  and  national  honor  of  America, 
to  express  the  utmost  horror  and  detestation  of  the  man  who 
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wishes  under  miv  specious  pretenses  to  overtlirow  tlie  liber- 
ties of  our  country  ;  and  who  wickedly  attem])ts  to  open  the 
flood  gates  of  civil  discord,  and  deluge  our  rising  empire 
with  1  Jood." 

"  By  thus  determining,  and  thus  acting,  you  will  ]jursue 
the  plain  and  direct  road  to  the  attainment  of  your  wishes ; 
you  will  defeat  the  insidious  designs  of  our  enemies  who 
are  compelled  to  resort  from  open  force  to  secret  artifice." 

It  will  appear  from  the  aljove  partial  extracts  that  while 
the  appeal  in  the  Armstrong  letters  was  most  artfully  con- 
ceived, with  a  purpose  to  inflame  the  minds  of  officers  and 
men,  tlie  "  address "  of  Washington,  evolved  in  his  mind 
and  written  in  the  little  north-east  room  of  •'  Tlie  Old  Stone 
House,"  was  equally  adroit  in  appealing  to  their  ])atriotism, 
their  sense  that  justice  to  them  would  l)e  done  l)y  Congress, 
and  that  it  was  a  secret  enejviy  who  was  thus  endeavoring 
to  accom])lisli  in  this  way  what  arms  had  failed  to  do. 

CONJECTURES. 

Fancy  attempts  in  vain  to  picture  that  15th  day  of  March, 
1783,  when  Washington  with  his  assembled  officers  about 
him,  stood  in  the  "  Tem|)le."  Was  it  a  bleak,  cold  March 
day — "winter  lingering  in  the  lap  of  Spring?"  Did  the 
east  wind  drive  before  it  over  the  "  Beacon  "  heights  dark, 
forl)idding  storm  clouds,  emblematical  of  the  black  cloud  of 
sedition  gathering  in  the  breasts  of  those  des])erate  soldiers? 
Or  was  it  one  of  those  rare  Spring  days  which  sometimes 
surprise  us  even  in  March,  when  throughout  the  great 
"Gate  of  the  Highlands"  soft  winds  came  laden  wdth 
promise  of  coming  beauty,  and  bird  songs  here  and  there 
are  harbingers  of  hope?  Did  Washington,  as  he  looked 
down  between  the  portals  of  "Storm  King"  and  "Break 
Neck,"  toward  the  plains  of  West  Point  turn  in  thought  to 
that  other  previous  dark  day  in  the  history  of  the  young  Re. 
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public?  Did  he  remember  how  that  damnable  treason  of 
Arnold  was  discovered  and  thwarted  by  the  watchfnl  ])atri- 
otism  of  John  Paulding,  David  Williams  and  Isaac  Van 
Wert,  and  did  he  take  refuge  in  the  hope  that  the  same 
watchful  Providence  which  had  averted  the  former  disaster, 
would  guard  our  country  in  its  present  danger  ? 

What  his  thoughts  were  we  cannot  know.  In  that 
moment  of  extreme  peril  he  was  as  always,  the  strong,  self- 
poised,  imperturbable  man,  hopeful  for  his  country. 


"  There  is  but  one  straight  course,  and  that  is  to  seek  truth, 
and  to  pursue  it  steadily."  Washington. 

Thus  Washington  stilled  the  rising  ^vaters  of  sedition 
among  his  officers  and  soldiers,  and  dashed  from  his  own 
lips  the  tempting,  though  poisoned  chalice  which  concealed 
in  its  contents  a  throne,  and  therel)y  most  worthily  imitated 
the  conduct  of  his  Divine  Exemplar,  who,  "on  an  exceeding 
high  mountain,"  nearly  eighteen  c  'nturies  before,  met  the  offer 
of,  "  All  these  things  will  I  give  tliee  "  w^ith  "  Get  thee  hence 
satan."  "  There  is  no  doubt  that  had  Washington  so  desii^ed 
he  could  at  this  time  have  founded  a  Monarchy,  sustained  by 
the  bayonets  of  liis  arm/.  He  took  the  course  on  the  con- 
trary, of  quelling  this  disposition  on  the  ])art  of  liis  soldiers 
wherever  it  showed  itself," 

"  He  was  a  man,  take  liim  for  all  iu  all, 
We  ne'er  shall  look  upon  his  like  again." — Shakespeare. 
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TPiere  are  four  e\'ents  in  the  liistory  of  the  Kevohitionary 
strug^gle  which  are  intimately  connected  witli  the  Head 
Quarters  locality.  First,  the  refusal  of  Wasliino-ton  on  Ma}^  22, 
1782,  to  accept  a  crown  ofFered  to  him  in  an  address  pre- 
sented by  Colonel  Nicola.  He  met  this  proj^osal  in  tliese  ever 
memorable  words  :  "T  ani  much  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
part  of  my  conduct  could  have  given  encouragement  to  an 
address  which  to  me  seems  big  with  the  greatest  mischiefs 
wliich  can  befall  my  country.  Let  me  conjure  you  then,  if 
you  have  any  regard  for  your  country,  concern  for  your- 
selves, or  posterity,  or  respect  for  me,  to  banish  these  thoughts 
from  your  mind,  and  nevej*  communicate  as  from  yoiu'self  or 
any  one  else  a  sentiment  of  a  like  nature."  The  second 
event  was  tiie  su])pression  of  a  movement  to  seize  ujxm  the 
government,  already  narrated  ;  the  third  the  proclamation  of 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  with  the  Mother  Country,  and 
tJie  fourth  the  disbandment  of  the  army,  Nov.  8,  1788. 

In  vie^v  of  the  fact  that  the  State  is  in  possession  of  the 
property  ;  that  Newlmrgh  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  posses- 
sion, thougli  neither  knowing  of  the  men  and  means  by 
whom  and  which  that  possession  and  enjoyment  were  secured, 
the  following  is  not  inapplicalile : 

My  name  and  my  place  and  my  tomb  all  forgotten  ; 
The  brief  race  of  time,  well  and  patiently  run  ; 
So  let  me  pass  away,  peacefully,  silently  ; 
Only  remembered  by  what  I  have  done. 

I  need  not  be  missed,  if  another  succeed  me. 
To  reap  down  those  fields  which  in  spring-time  I've  sown  ; 
He  who  plowed  and  who  sowed,  is  not  missed  by  the  reaper ; 
He  is  only  remembered  by  what  he  has  done. 

So  let  my  living  be,  so  be  my  dying ; 

So  let  my  name  lie  unblazoned,  unknown, 

Unpraised  and  unmissed  ;   I  shall  still  be  remembered  ; 

Yes  I  but  remembered  by  what  I  have  done. 


38  Washii^gton's  Headquarters. 

On  the  4tli  day  of  July,  1850,  the  property  wliicli  had 
been  preserved  from  the  grasp  of  private  speculation,  and 
in  the  manner  foretold,  secured  in  possession  of  the  State 
forever,  w^as  dedicated.  From  the  very  meagre  account 
which  is  found  in  the  Newburgh  Gazette  of  July  10,  1850, 
the  following  extract  is  given;  and  it  is  an  instance  of  the 
progress  of  journalism  from  that  day  to  this  that  an  event 
of  such  interest  at  the  time  did  not  call  out  more  journalistic 
enterprise  in  giving  a  fuller  report  than  the  one  the  Gazette 
did,  so  different  from  the  exceedingly  interesting  and  ex- 
haustive account  that  the  Newburgh  Journal  gave  of  the 
suljsequent  C^entennial  celebration,  held  on  the  same  grounds. 
The  Gazette  says  "that  by  noon  10,000  strangers  were  in 
town.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  came  from  West  Point,  and  hun- 
dreds called  on  him  at  the  United  States  Hotel.  A  street  pro- 
cession followed;  arrived  at  the  Head  Quarters;  after  singing 
an  Ode  written  by  Mrs.  Mar}^  E.  Monell,  the  flag  was  raised 
by  Gen.  Scott.  He  then  addressed  the  crowd,  and  after  him 
John  W.  Edmonds  "^ — (Judge  Edmonds  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  residing  at  Poughkeepsie)^ — "  the  orator  of  the  day, 
then  Frederick  J.  Belts,  John  J.  Monell  and  William  F. 
FuUerton." 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  Gazette  July  10,  1850. 

ODE  SUNG  AT  THE  DEDICATION  OF  THE  OLD  BUILDING  JULY    4tII, 

1850. 

Composed    hy  Mori/  E.   Monell. 

Freeman  pause  !  this  ground  is  holy ; 

Noble  spirits  suffered  here  ; 
Tardy  justice  marching  slowly, 

Tried   their  faith   from  year  to  year; 
Yet  their  patience 

Conquered  every  doubt  and  fear. 
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Sacred  is  this  mansion  hoary  ! 

Neath  its  roof-tree  years  ago, 
Dwelt  the  father  of  our  glory, 

He  whose  name  appalled  the  foe  ; 
Greater  honor 

Home  nor  hearth  can  never  know. 

Unto  him  and  them  are  owing. 

Peace  as  stable  as  our  hills  ; 
Plenty  like  yon  river  flowing. 

To  the  sea  from  thousand  rills  : 
Love  of  country, 

Love  that  every  bosom  thrills. 

Brothers!  to  your  care  is  given, 

Safe  to  keep  this  hallowed  spot ; 
Though  our  warriors  rest  in  heaven. 

And  their  places  know  them  not. 
See  ye  to  it 

That  their  deeds  be  ne'er  forget. 

With  a  prayer  your  faith  expressing, 

Raise  your  country's  flag  on  high  ; 
Here  where  rests  a  nation's  blessing. 

Stars  and  stripes  shall  float  for  aye ; 
Mutely  telling 

Stirring  tales  of  days  gone  by. 

Since  the  foregoing,  in  manuscript,  was  placed  in  tlie 
hands  of  the  publishers,  with  great  delight  the  following 
letter  from  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish,  tlie  ])rominent  pul)lic 
actor  in  the  history  just  given,  has  l)een  received  by  the 
autlior.  It  explains  itself,  and  supplies  the  "missing  link"' 
in  the  transaction.  The  venerable  writer  is  now  in  his 
seventy-ninth  year  of  age,  and  judging  from  the  hand- 
writing of  tlie  letter,  as  the  public  will  on  reading  the  sub- 
ject matter,  "  his  eye  is  not  dim  nor  his  natural  force  al)ated." 

New  York,  Jan.  24,  1887. 
Richard  Caldwell,  Esq.,  Middletown.  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  of   the  2 -id  inst.  was  duly  re- 
ceived.    I  am  pleased  to  learn  from  it  that  a  true  account  of 
what  led  to  the  securing  to  the  State  of  New  York    the 
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possession  of  the  Washington's  Head  Quarters  near 
Newburgh  is  to  be  prepared,  and  that  you  have  undertaken 
its  preparation. 

I  have  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  incident.  Mr.  Andrew 
J.  Caldwell  (your  father)  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  for 
loaning  the  IJ.  S.  Deposit  Fund  (as  it  was  called)  in  Orange 
County,  and  in  his  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  on 
the  default  of  payment  on  a  mortgage  on  the  property 
kno^^'^l  as  the  "  Old  Hasbrouck  House,"  (Washington's 
Quarters)  foreclosed  their  mortgage,  and  advised  me,  being 
then  Governor  of  the  State,  of  the  facts,  and  suo-gested  the 
importance  of  its  preservation  to  the  State,  as  an  important 
and  valuable  memorial  of  past  associations.  The  idea  im- 
pressed me  most  favorably,  and  I  determined  to  lose  no 
opportunity  to  carry  out  his  patriotic  and  large-minded  sug- 
gestion. The  idea  of  pi'eserving  this  pi'operty  to  the  State 
originated  with  Mr.  Caldwell.  In  addition  to  the  letters, 
of  which  you  send  me  co]  )ies,  namely,  one  from  Mr.  Caldwell  to 
me,  dated  Salisbury  Mills,  Oct.  1,  1849,  and  my  reply, 
dated  New  York,  Oct.  6,  1849,  I  find  only  one  letter  from 
Mr.  Caldwell,  dated  Salisbury  Mills,  28th 'of  Octoljer,  1S49, 
in  which  he  says :  ' '  Though  the  intelligent  and  public-spirited 
portion  of  that  community  (the  village  of  Newl)urgh)  are 
warmly  in  favor  of  the  object  proposed,  no  pul)lic  expres- 
sion of  their  views  and  wishes  has  yet  taken  place.  The 
subject,  ho^vever,  has  been  taken  up  in  a  more  influential 
quarter,  and  one  not  liable  to  suspicion  of  local  or  interested 
motives.  The  Board  of  Supervisors,  the  local  Legislature 
of  the  county,  have  had  their  attention  directed  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  have  passed  resolutions  and  prepared  a  memorial 
to  the  Legislature,  praying  that  pro\'ision  be  made  for  pro- 
tecting and  improving  the  premises,  as  public  property,  and 
preserving  the  "  Old  Stone  House,"  in  its  original  form  and 
construction.  It  is  also  proposed  that  application  be  made 
to^CiDngress  to  release  and  remit  to  the  State  of  New  York 
that  portion  of  the  United  States  Deposit  Fund  which  was 
loaned  on  the  premises  aforesaid,  on  such  conditions  and 
with  such   guarantees  as  may  best  secure  the  preservation 
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and  improvement  of  tlie  same,  to  be  held  by  the  State  as  a 
public  ground,  inalienable  forev^er."  The  letter  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state  tliat  "  t\w.  Board  of  Supervisors  meet  again 
to-day.  I  am  promised  a  copy  of  their  Resolutions  and 
Memorial,  and  if  they  appear  worthy  of  your  attention, 
may  take  tlie  li1)erty  to  forwai'd  them." 

Acknowledging  this  letter,  3()th  Oct.,  (the  day  of  its  recep- 
tion) I  wrote  Mr.  Caldwell  that  I  bad  made  the  subject  "  a 
matter  of  reference  in  my  message,  which  lias  been  in  print 
for  some  days.''  The  message  had  been  submitted  confi- 
dentially to  the  consideration  and  advice  of  the  State  officers, 
(as  it  was  the  cabinet  of  the  Governor)  and  the  particular  pas- 
sage referring  to  the  Head  Quarters  had  ])een  most  cordially 
approved.  I  did  not  favor  ^"he  idea  of  applying  to  C(^ngress 
for  any  aid  in  the  mattei',  thinking  it  beneath  the  dignity  of 
the  State  of  New  York  to  accept,  much  less  to  ask  assist- 
ance, for  such  an  object  from  any  quarter.  I  aided  and 
advised  in  the  preparaticm  of  the  bill,  which  passed  the 
Legislature,  and  exercised  what  influence  I  could  exercise  to 
secm-e  its  enactment.  But  the  subject  met  with  such  favor 
that  there  was  but  little  difficulty  in  the  adoption 
of  the  law.  The  State  made  good  the  amount  to  the 
United  States  Deposit  Fund.  You  liave  the  act 
as  it  was  passed  and  the  copy  of  the  Governor's  mes- 
sage of  Jan.  1st,  1850,  and  I  need  not  refer  to  them.  I  do 
not  find  any  other  corres]')ondence  between  Mi'.  A.  J.  Cald- 
well and  myself  than  the  four  letters  to  which  I  have 
referred.  I  hope  that  your  puV)lication  may  pi'ove  a  sub- 
stantial pecuniary  benefit  to  the  benevolent  association  to 
which  you  generously  propose  to  appropriate  its  proceeds. 
If  you  think  pro]3er  to  insert  a  likeness  of  myself  in  the 
book  I  enclose  a  photograph  as  you  request  taken  some  years 
since,  but  several  years  after  I  had  ceased  to  hold  the  office  of 
Governor  ;  in  fact  pliotographing  at  that  time  w\as,  if  known 
at  all,  in  its  infancy.     \Vith  much  respect, 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 


42  Washington's  Headquarters. 

As  a  part  of  the  history  connected  witli  the  Head 
Quarters,  the  following  facts  in  the  life  of  Washington,  and 
those  sterling  patriots  whom  he  gathered  al:)oiit  him  dm'ing 
the  nearly  two  years  of  his  army  life  at  NewV)urgh  a:e  given; 

WASHINGTON,     C03LMANDER-IN-CHIEF     OF     THE     ARMY     OF     THE 

REVOLUTION. 

Born  in  AVestmorland  County,  Va.,  Feb.  22,  1732. 

Died  at  Mount  Vernon,  Va.,  Dec.  14,  1799. 

Married  j\Irs.  Martha  Custis  when  he  was  18  years  of  age, 
Jan  17,  1759. 

Elected  Commander-in-Chief  by  the  Continental  Congress 
while  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Virginia  Assembly,  Maj^  10, 
1775,  being  then  43  years  old. 

Took  command  at  Cambridge,  July  2,  1875. 

Nov.  2,  1783,  issued  at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  his  farewell  ad- 
dress to  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Resigned  his  commission  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  Dee,  19,  1783, 

Returned  to  Mount  Vernon,  Dec.  23,  1783. 

Chosen  first  President  and  inaugurated  at  New  York, 
April  30,  1789. 

Refused  third  election  and  issued  his  "  farewell  address  to 
the  country"  1796. 

Was  a  memV)er  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Was  six  feet  two  inches  high,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  large 
head  and  frame,  weighing  209  pounds. 

By  Washington's  will,  dated  Feb.  9,  1799,  he  manumitted 
all  his  slaves,  124  in  number.  The  will  is  long,  and  George 
Wasjiington's  name  is  written  at  the  bottom  of  every  page. 

"  First  in  war,  first  in  peace,  first  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen." 
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MAJOR  GElSr.  LAFAYETTE. 

Marie  Jean  Paul  liocli  Yves  Gilljeit  Martien  Marques  D. 
Lafayette. 

Born  Sept.  G,  1757,  in  Castle  of  Cliavagnac  Dept.,  Loire, 
France.  Died  May  20,  1834.  In  1777  he  came  to  America 
to  take  part  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Not  at  first  re- 
ceiving the  rank  and  commission  that  had  l)een  promised 
him  ]>efore  leaving  France  he  wrote  to  Congress  thus : 
"  After  the  sacrifice  I  have  made  I  have  the  right  to  exact 
two  favors — one  is  to  serve  at  my  own  expense,  the  other  to 
serve  at  first  as  a  volunteer."  In  1784,  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  he  made  his  third  \dsit  to  the  United  States  ;  visited 
Washington  at  Mount  Vernon,  and  everywhere  was  received 
with  unbounded  enthusiasm. 

In  1824  he  visited  America  for  the  last  time  ;  laid  the 
corner  stone  of  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  and  on  Sept.  8,  em- 
bai'ked  on  the  government  war  ship  Brandywine,  especially 
detailed  to  convey  him  to  France.  It  was  during  this  trip  "  that 
he  visited  Congress,  and  was  received  by  that  body  with  dis- 
tinguished honor.  It  voted  $140,000  as  payment  in  part  for 
the  money  lie  had  expended  on  our  behalf.  He  had  clothed 
and  fed  our  naked,  starving  soldiers  at  his  own  cost,  ex- 
pended money  for  the  State,  fought  our  battles,  endured, 
suffered,  and  toiled  for  our  welfare ;  yet  lie  never  asked, 
never  expected  compensation.  It  had  l)een  entirely  a  free- 
will offenng — his  youth,  his  wealth,  his  life,  all,  an  unselfish, 
noble  sacrifice  to  to  a  \veak  Ijut  l)rave  people,  struggling  to 
be  free."     [Washington  and  His  Generals. — Headley.] 

MAJOR-GENERAL   NATHANIEL  GREEN. 

Born  in  Warwick,  R.  I.,  May  27,  1742.  Died  June  19, 
1786.     Member  Rhode  Island  Leofislature  1770.     When  the 
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war  broke  out  he  joined  the  army,  and  by  the  Society  of 
Friends,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  was  expelled.  Made 
Brigadier- General  June  22,  1775,  and  Major-General  Aug.  9, 
1776.  President  of  Court  Martial  on  Major  Andre's  trial. 
Took  command  of  the  army  of  the  South,  at  Charleston, 
Dec.  2,  1780.  Congress  voted  him  a  gold  medal,  commem- 
orative of  the  battle  of  Eutaw  Springs.  Considered  the 
ablest  general  in  the  army  next  to  Washington. 

MAJOR-GENERAL   PUTNAN. 

Born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  Jan.  17,  1718.  Died  in  Brooklyn, 
Conn.,  May  29,  1790.  Member  of  Connecticut  Legislature. 
In  1777  he  was  in  command  in  the  Highlands,  N.,  Y.,  and 
with  far-seeing  wisdom  selected  West  P(jint  on  the  Hudson 
as  the  site  of  a  fortress.  In  1778  took  his  perilous  break- 
neck ride  down  the  side  of  a  precipice  at  West  Greenwich, 
Conn,  escaping  from  those  who  thouglit  his  capture  secured. 
While  in  command  in  the  Highlands,  a  Tory  spy  was  cap- 
tured, tried  and  sentenced  to  death.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in 
command  at  New  York,  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  Gen.  Putnam, 
demanding  the  release  of  the  man,  to  which  the  General 
replied  : 

"  Head  Quarters,  7th  Aug.,  1777. 

"  Edward  Palmer,  ;m  offieei'  in  tlie  enemy's  service,  was 
taken  as  a  spy,  lurking  within  our  lines,  he  has  been  tried  as  a 
spy,  condemned  as  a  spy,  and  shall  be  executed  as  a  spy,  and 
the  flag  is  ordered  to  depart  immediately. 

"ISHAEL  PUTNAM." 

"  P.  S. — He  has  Ijeen  executed  accordingly." 

""^  major-general    ANTHONY     WAYNE. 

Called  "  Mad  Anthony  Wayne  "  from  his  impetuosity  and 
the  fi^erceness  of  liis  charges.     Born  in  Chester  County,  Pa., 
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Jnii.  1,  1745.  Died  on  ri'es(]iK!  Me,  lotli  Dec,  1796.  Farmer 
and  land  surveyor  until  1774.  MeraVjer  Pennsylvania  Legis- 
lature 1774-1775.  Raised  regiment  Sept.  17,  1775. 
]\Iade  a  Colonel  January  1,  1776,  Brigadier-General 
Fel).  21,  1777.  Ca])tured  Stony  Point  at  niglit  July 
15,  1779,  for  wliicli  Congress  gave  him  a  vote  of  thanks  and 
a  gold  medal.  ^VLen  asked  by  General  Washington  if  be 
could  storm  the  fort  be  replied,  "  General,  if  you  an  ill  onl}' 
plan  it,  T  will  storm  tlie  infernal  regions." 

MAJOK-GEKERAL    STEUBEN. 

Born  in  Prussia.  Died  Nov.  28,  1797.  Aid-de-Camp  to 
King  of  Prussia.  Arrived  in  tlie  United  States  Dec.  1777. 
Entered  tbe  army  as  volunteer,  on  tbe  condition  if  bis  ser- 
vices were  not  satisfactory  or  tbe  United  States  not  success- 
ful, be  was  not  to  receive  pay.  "  We  are  beginning  to 
\valk,"  be  said  after  tbe  storming  and  capture  of  Stony 
Point.     One  of  Court  Martial  to  try  Andre. 

MAJOR-GENERAL    KNOX. 

Born  in  Boston,  July  25tb,  1750.  Died  in  Tbomaston, 
Me.,  Oct.  27,  1800.  Aid  to  General  Ward  at  Bunker  Hill. 
Sent  to  Canada  to  bring  artillery  across  tbe  country,  and  as 
a  reward  for  bis  success  was  placed  in  command  over  tbe 
artillery.  On  Court  Martial  wbicb  tried  Andre.  One  of 
tbe  Commissionei's  to  an'ange  tbe  terms  of  ])eace  after  tbe 
close  of  tbe  Avar.  Secretary  of  War  under  Wasbington,  and 
for  eleven  years. 

First  proposed  "  Tbe  Society  of  tbe  Cincinnatti."  Death 
caused  by  svNallowing  a  chicken  bone.     Weighed  280  pounds. 


46  Washington's  Headquartees. 

trustees  of  the  head  quarters,  and  how  appointed. 

Tlie  Trustees  of  the  Head  Quarters  are  nominated  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  Tliey 
are  ten  in  number,  and  serve  for  five  years,  two  going  out 
each  year.  They  do  not  receive  any  remuneration.  The 
following  are  the  present  Trustees : 

Joel  T.  Headley,  President, 
James  G.  Graham,  Secretary, 
Edward  C.  Boynton,  A.  Smith  Ring, 

Peter  Ward,    "  T.  H.  H.  Chapman, 

Charles  S.  Jenkins  David  Carson, 

Michael  H.  Hirschberg,  John  C.  Adams. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

The  author  desires  thankfully  to  place  on  record  his 
indebtedness  to  Secretary  of  State,  Frederick  *Cook,  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  for  extracts  from  public  papers  in  the  State 
archives,  the  manuscript  of  whicli  will  be  ])reserved  by  liim 
as  most  l)eaiitiful  specimens  of  penmanship.  Also  to  D.  C. 
Contant,  City  Clerk  of  Newburgh,  for  transcripts  from  old 
village  records,  and  for  courtesies  received  from  the  Clerk  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Orange  County  in  gi^'ing  access 
to  old  T'ecords ;  to  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Fish  and  tlie  repre- 
sentatives of  Alexander  Cam])bell  for  photographs  respec- 
tively loaned,  from  which  plates  were  taken  ;  to  the  Ne^v- 
burgh  Journal  for  plates  loaned,  and  last,  V)ut  ])y  no  means 
least,  tio  the  Middletown  Press,  for  very  liberal  terms  of 
publican-ion,  resulting  as  it  is  hoped  it  will,  through  the  lib- 
erality of  a  generous  pul)lic,  in  a  large  resultant 
benefit  to  "  The  Ladies'  Home  Society  of  Orange  County." 


Another  "  Headquarters." 
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MORGAN  I  HANFORD, 

No.  6  North  St.,  Middletown,  N.  Y. 


S.  R.  Morgan. 


E.  T.  Hanfoed. 


W(^  are  the  Leading  Dealers  in 


OUK   STOCK    OF    SPKING    SUITINGS    EMBRACES    ALL   THE   LATEST  PATTERNS   OF 
FOREIGN   AND   DOMESTIC    WEAVES. 

Our   (Jti!«>toiii   ^Vork   is   £qiial   to   aii,y  in   this  C'ity. 

WE  HAVE  THE 

Gold  and  Silver  Dress  Shirt,  Laundered  and  Unlaundered. 

Everything  in   Gents'    Furnishings,    Handsome    Neckwear,    Suspenders, 

Gloves,  Hosiery,  Etc.     We  have  all  the  Latest  Styles  of  Hats,  Caps,  Etc., 

Trunks  and  Satchels  in  all  sizes.      Call  and  see  us. 

ADAMS  &  WOODWARD, 

No.  41  Nortli  Street,  Middletown,  N.  Y. 


Do  you  rejid  the  Pkess  ?  You  sliould  if  you  do  not.  The 
Serai- Weekly  edition  issued  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  $2.00 
per  year;  $1.00  for  six  months;  50  cents  for  three  months. 
Sample  copies  free. 


The  Daily  Edition  50  cents  per  month.      Postpaid  to  any 
address. 


If  you  want  any  printing  done,  such  as  Books,  Pamphlets, 
Posters,  Bill  and  Letter  Heads,  Invitations,  Programmes, 
Envelopes,  Price  Lists,  Circulars,  or  any  work  in  the  printing 
line,  send  to  the  Press  Office  for  samples  and  prices. 

STIVERS,  SLAUSON  &  BOYD, 

MiddletowD,  N.  Y. 

-^-^^^  N  E  A  R '  S  ^^^^^^ 

WHOLESALE    AND  RETAIL 

CONFECTIONERY. 


Pure  Candies  Manufactured  Daily, 


MRS.  SYLVESTER  NEAR, 

37  North  St.,  Middletown. 
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HEALTH   IS   BETTER  THAN    RICHES.       

Licorice  and  Tar 

HAS  ABSOLUTELY  NO  EQUAL  FOR  THE  CURE  OF 

COUGHS    COLDS,  BRONCHITIS, 

Croupy  Tendencies,  Difllcult  Breathint^,  ami  all  affections  of  the  Tliro:it  and 
Lungs,  mnking  rapid  and  permanent  cures,  and  thereby  jjreventing  Con- 
sumi:)tion. 

Pease's  Honey,  Horeliound,  Licorice  and  Tar 

Is  a  remarkably  efficacioiis  remedy,  and  contains  nothing  whatever  injurious 
to  the  most  delicate  constitution.  It  soothes  and  allays  all  irritation  and  in- 
flammation, giving  strength  and  tone  to  the  tissues,  enabling  them  to  endure 
the  atmospheric  changes. 

this  celebrated  remedy  is  prepared  by  the  Grandson  of  John  Pease, 
the  originator  of  Horeliound  Candy,  and  has  no  equal.  No  one's  stock  is 
complete  without  it,  and  every  family  should  have  it  in  their  home. 

^eivare  of  weak  and  wortldess  Inntafions  similar  in  na.me. 


Ask  for  Pease's  Honey,   Horehound,    Licorice  and  Tar. 

Buy  and  receive  healing.     Take  no  Substitute. 

Three  sizes  :  25c.,  50c.,  and  ^1.00.     The  50c.  size  is  a  Pocket  Flask  and 
very  convenient  for  gentlemen.     The  two  larger  sizes  are  cheaper  in  proportion 

CHAS.  G.  PEASE,  Prop.,  New  York. 

aVade  SuppUed  by  THURBER,  WHYLAND  &  CO. 
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DRY  GOODS,  CI1RPET8,  OIL  CLOTHS 

^Viiidow  Fiiriii!<8iiiig>i,  4&0. 

Ready  for  the  Spring  Campaign  with  tlie  Largest  and  Finest  Stock  in  tliis  part 

of  the  Covmtry.     Come  and  see  for  yourself  the  siglit  will  do 

3^ou  good  even  if  you  don't  wish  to  purchase. 

Cax^pets  a  Special  Featiare 

At  this  season  of  the  year.     Also  a 
BIO  NAr.E   OF  HAMBlKCiill   E:?I BROIDERIES 

At  Fifty  Cents  on  the  Dollar. 

GEO.  B.  ADAMS. 

C.  E.  CEAWFOED  &  BEOTHEE, 

44  and  46  Xortli  Street,  Jfliddletowii,  :Bf.  Y. 


AND 


The  New  York  Furniture  Co., 

84  and  86  M  ater  Street,  Xewbiirgli,  X.  Y. 

ALL  UNDER  ONE  MANAGEMENT. 

Tie  Two  Largest  Honse  FnriisMi  EstaWisliiiieDts  in  Oraie  Co. 

WE  KEEP  EVEUYTHING  TO  FURNISH  A  HOUSE, 

Furniture,  Carpets,  Crockery, 

Silver-Plated  Ware,  Ijaiiips,  Table  Cutlery,  &e.,  &c. 

Specialties   for   the    Spring   of    1887: 


A  Solid  Black  Walnut  Bedroom  Suite  for 
A  Solid  Ash  Bedroom  Suite  for 


$25.00. 
$20.00. 


C.  E.  CRAWFORD  &  BROTHER, 

THE  NEW  YORK  FURNITURE  CO. 
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